[bookmark: docs-internal-guid-c4fec61e-7fff-0113-cc]Team Rules: 
Sand Castles and Octopuses
Sunday 22nd March | South of the pier | New Brighton Beach

Design requirements: 
This years theme is “Octopus”. The design must include some hint of of this theme, it is up to each team how they interpret this requirement. However, they must be able to explain to their judges if not blatant.
Each team will be allocated a plot of sand, your design must not breach the area of your plot.

Teams: Can consist of up to 6 people, families are encouraged to enter – and children under the age of two are excluded from the head count.
All teams must include at least one adult over the age of 18.

Materials allowed: Sand and biodegradable or natural elements from the sea – for example, seaweed, shells.
Sand must not be excavated from the dunes area – but can be excavated from the tide line if required.

Tools allowed: Hand tools of any description including buckets & watering cans. 
Tools should not encroach on any other team’s plot.

Photography: Photos & drone videos may be captured during the event and may be used to assist with advertising of future events.
Please advise the Driftwood Council Volunteers upon arrival if you have any concerns and wish to be excluded (where plausible) from photography.





Event details

Entry details:
There are 15 plots available
Cost per plot/team: $10
Registrations can be made here: http://www.driftwoodcouncil.com/sand-castle-competition/
Registrations must be received by: Midday on Friday 20th March 2026 

Timing for the day: 
Build commences - 10am 
Build finishes - 11am
Judging – 11am 
Prize Giving – 11.30am

Please ensure you sign in with the Driftwood Council volunteers upon arrival at the competition – and they will show you to your plot.














Judging Criteria
All judges decisions are final

The design must include some hint of ‘Octopus’, it is up to each team how they interpret this requirement. However, they must be able to explain to their judges if not blatant.

Teamwork and Collaboration: 
How well the team works together throughout the building process, demonstrating cooperation and enthusiasm.

Environmental Awareness: 
The team’s care for the beach environment, including thoughtful use of natural elements and respect for the dunes and surrounding nature.

Technical Skill: 
The complexity and skill involved in the design, including the use of undercuts, overhangs, height, narrow vertical features, and the creative integration of natural surroundings.

Creativity and Aesthetic Appeal: 
The originality of the design, artistic detail, and overall visual impact of the sandcastle, with particular focus on the “Octopus” theme.

Disqualifying Factors:
The use of electrical tools (including electric water pumps and power drills) during the build.
Involvement of more than 6 participants in the construction process (children under two and Driftwood Council volunteers are exempt).
Reckless or dangerous behaviour will not be tolerated – remember this is a family event, so don’t be a dufus.
Threatening or abusive behaviour towards a Driftwood Council volunteer, judge or destruction of another team’s castle will result in immediate disqualification.


